Thirty six species belonging to five widely distributed genera of Indian gall midges (Diptera: Cecidomyiidae) affecting ear-heads of nearly 39 grass species (Poaceae) have been checklisted together with their host grass and distribution.
Introduction
Gall midges are small, fragile flies belonging to the order Diptera, the suborder Nematocera and the family Cecidomyiidae. The family Cecidomyiidae is one of the largest families of Diptera in the world (Skuhrava et al., 1984) . Presently the family consists of three subfamilies: Lestremiinae, Porricondylinae and Cecidomyiinae.
The larvae of gall midges belonging to Lestremiinae and Porricondylinae are mycophagous, saprophagous, phytosaprophagous and xylophagous in nature. Whereas all phytophagous cecidomyiids are either gall forming or non-gall forming (including inquilinous species) belong to the subfamily Cecidomyiinae. Several phytophagous gall midges cause considerable damage to economically important agricultural crops and have gained the status of serious pests. These include the Asian Rice Gall Midge, Orseolia oryzae (Wood-Mason) and the Sorghum Midge, Contarinia sorghicola (Coquillett) and many others.
The majority of grass gall midges attack inflorescence (seedheads) of host grass showing no marked deformity (except in some Orseolia sp. which produce hollow, sterile shoot galls). Undoubtedly, gall midge infestation adversely affects seed production of forage grasses. Though, most of them seem to be host specific, the possibility of their transfer to new hosts cannot be ruled out.
There has been no attempt to consolidate the information on the Indian grass gall midges other than that of , who has consolidated the information on the Asian Rice Gall Midge and its relatives. Therefore, this contribution is intended to present a resume of all the known Indian grass gall midges together with their host grass index to aid and facilitate their identification and the study of their alternate hosts.
It is evident from the following checklist that rich and vast diversity of our grasses remain to be explored for gall midge infestation.
Altogether, 36 species belonging to five widely distributed genera of gall midges viz., Lasioptera Meign, Contarinia Rondani, Geromyia Coutin and Harris, Kamptodiplosis Felt, and Orseolia Kieffer and Massalongo associated with nearly 39 grass species (Poaceae) have been enumerated in this resumé. For recent scientific names of the host plants Lakshminarsimhan (1996) has been followed. Felt, 1927 Eragrostis unioloides (Retz.) Nees. Andaman Islands; Java, Indonesia. 14. Contarnia sorghicola (Coquillett) 1899 Sorghum bicolor (L.) Moench. Throughout Asia, North and South America, Africa and Australia. (= andropogonis (Felt) , 1921) (= Andropogon sorghum Brot.) 15. Geromyia akolaensis Panicum miliaceum L. Akola (Vidharba), Maharashtra. Grover & Bakshi, 1977-78 
Gagne R.J. (1985).

